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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


July,  1988  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Septem- 
ber 1,  1988,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2270-MT  Edward  J.  Sabol , Sr. 

(General ) 

2271  Robert  D.  Lakin,  4715  Huron  Beach  Road,  Alpena,  Mich.  49707 

2272  Harold  H.  Wedig,  Suite  1006,  Hibernia  Bank  Bldg.,  812  Gravier, 
New  Orleans,  Louisana  70112-1406 

2273-MT  Grover  L.  Cagle,  30  Novato  St.,  #105,  San  Rafael,  Cal.  94901 
(World  Pennies  and  Cents) 


Rei nstatement:  The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws  and 

is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

2157  Fred  Knust,  393  Every  Road,  Mason,  Mich.  48854 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS: 

Life  Membership  are  available  to  members  of  three  year's  standing  upon 
application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

The  following  donation  has  been  received  since  the  last  report: 
Name  Donati on  Preference  of  Use 

Peter  Kraneveld  1 Coin  (NVS)  NI  Reference  Collection 

NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor. 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


There  was  no  activity  to  report  for  the  Library  this  month. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

*********************************************************************** 
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NUMISMATIC  MEMORIES 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell^  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

Do  you  ever  see  coins  in  your  collection,  or  maybe  in  that  of  someone 
else,  which  have  a very  special  meaning  for  you? 


A particular  coin  in  Steve  Album's  catalog  53  (December,  1987)  brings 
back  a flood  of  memories  to  me ! It  is  a bronze  dirhem  of  the  Danis- 
mands  of  Malatya  in  South  Eastern  Turkey,  a coin  of  Nasir  al-Din 
Muhammad  I 1162-70,  and  a singularly  fine  specimen  (illustrated  above). 

Although  I had  collected  Byzantine  coins  for  7 or  8 years  (and  bought 
Islamic  coppers  for  a friend  in  the  U.S.,  Kingsley  Birge)  this  was  the 
first  coin  of  this  type  I had  seen.  I was  startled  because  it  was 
clearly  an  Islamic  coin  (the  script)  but  with  a purely  Byzantine  ob- 
verse showing  portraiture,  strictly  forbidden  by  Islamic  law.  Actually 
it  is  a direct  copy  of  a fairly  common  Byzantine  type  for  the  period, 
the  Virgin,  right,  crowning  the  Emperor,  left,  in  purely  Byzantine  re- 
galia. I never  did  see  one  of  these  in  my  years  of  buying  in  the 
Istanbul  bazaars.  Actually  the  first  specimen  was  in  the  collection 
of  Bay  Artuk  who  published  the  first  Islamic  catalog  (in  modern  Turk- 
ish) that  came  my  way.  My  wife  and  I had  gone  to  call  on  him  one  hot 
summer  afternoon.  He  lived  in  an  old  house  in  Pera,  back  of  the  huge 
old-time  British  Embassy.  Apart  from  his  graciousness,  I would  remem- 
ber him  if  it  were  only  for  the  lovely  little  white  marble  fountain 
which  was  playing  in  his  entrance  hall.  It  corresponded,  more  or  less, 
to  the  atrium  of  Roman  houses,  save  that  they  would  have  been  in  the 
open,  perhaps  surrounded  by  a colonnade.  No  air  conditioning  in  those 
days,  so  the  tinkling  water  was  pleasantly  refreshing  to  us  as  we 
sipped  our  Turkish  coffee.  Even  for  so  superb  a specimen,  Bay  Artuk 
would  be  astounded  at  today's  price  of  $450.00. 

The  coin  has  other  memories  for  me  as  well.  The  Dani shmentl ar  were 
a minor  Seljuk  Beylik  which  appeared  briefly  on  the  historical  stage 
of  Anatolia  and  then  vanished.  However,  the  family  survived.  We  had 
two  Danishment  boys  at  the  High  School,  very  charming  youngsters.  I 
met  the  father  who  was  a journalist,  thought  not,  I think,  in  Turkey. 

He  spoke  faultless  English  with  a British  upper  class  accent.  During 
our  conversation  I also  learned  that  he  was  a Scottish  Rite  mason  (I 
have  never  been  a mason  myself).  At  that  time  Masonry  was  strictly 
forbidden  in  Turkey,  for  political  reasons.  There  was,  however,  a 
small  informal  English  lodge  - maybe  group  would  be  better  - some  of 
whose  members  I knew  very  well. 

Memories!  Memories! 
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SNAKE-FOOT  AND  THE  WORD  OF  POWER:  AN  ANGUIPEDE  AMULET 


R.  J.  Hebert , Washington,  D.C. 

The  subject  of  this  note  is  a lead  (14.75mm,  1.929  gr.)  amulet  prob- 
ably dating  from  the  Greco-Roman  period,  and  said  by  the  donor  to 
have  come  from  Turkey.  The  piece  was  among  a group  of  Greco-Roman, 
Byzantine,  and  Islamic  lead  pieces  donated  to  the  National  Numismatic 
Collection  by  a U.  S.  official  posted  during  the  60 ' s to  Karamursel, 
a military  base  about  midway  between  Istanbul  and  Izmir. 


Figure  1:  The  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  Anguipede/ 

Iao  Amulet  (2x+).  Photo  courtesy  of  Charles  Rand, 

National  Numismatic  Collection  Staff  Photographer . 

One  of  the  more  interesting  types  of  amulets  dating  from  the  Greco- 
Roman  period  is  that  which  depicts  a cock-headed^  human  body  with  a 
pair  of  snakes  curling  outwards  in  place  of  legs.  The  figure  often 
wears  armor  and  carries  in  his  right  hand  a whip,  and  in  his  left  a 
shield,  sometimes  marked  with  the  magi co-mystical  word  IAO.  Another 
word  that  occurs  on  the  pieces  is  ABRAXAS  (or  ABRAXAX)  for  which 
reason  many  writers  have  termed  them  Abraxas?  stones  or  amulets. 

Possibly  the  definitive  work  on  these  pieces  is  that  of  Bonner  who 
calls  the  snake-legged  creatures  the  "anguipede" .3 

There  are  other  words  which  appear  on  the  amulets,  as  can  be  seen 
from  figures  2 and  3.  line  drawings  of  more  complex  anguipedes,  e.g., 
MITHRAS, the  Persian  god  of  light  and  defender  of  truth,  SEMES  EILAM, 
a Hebrew  term  for  "eternal  sun",  and  the  phrase  ADONAI  EL0AI  ABRASAX 
ABLANATHANAL(BA)  with  the  last  word  a palindrome  especially  used  with 
the  anguipede. 

It  is  not  possible  to  do  more  than  to  touch  upon  what  Goodenough  terms 
"the  most  important  single  figure  on  the  amulets  of  our  period"  and  to 
call  these  pieces  to  the  attention  of  the  interested  reader.  It  might 
also  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  anguipede  amulet  still  exists  in 
the  20th  century.  I recall  having  seen  advertised  in  one  of  the 
supermarket  tabloids  not  too  many  years  ago  an  amulet  depicting  on 
one  face  the  anguipede,  while  the  tantalizing  hook  was  offered  that 
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from  Macarius, plate  XXIII, no. 95 


from  Kopp, plate  IV, 132 


from  Macarius, 
plate  XXIII, no. 97 


from  Capello , f ig . 50 


from  Gori,I,plate  cxcii,cxciv 


from  Kopp,  iv  , 159,  J>173 


( 


i 


Figure  2 
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from  Matter, plate  IX, 3 


from  King, plate  XXXVI, 3 


from  Macarius, plate  IV, 16 


from  Matter, plate  VII,  3 from  King, plate  XII, 5 

Figure  3 

if  the  reader  would  send  x number  of  dollars  he  or  she  would  receive 
the  amulet  with  the  magico-mystical  word  inscribed  on  the  other  side 
and  that  if  it  were  worn,  it  would  presumably  have  some  sort  of 
apotropaic  effect. 

Notes 

1.  There  are  also  examples  with  the  head  that  of  a lion  (Bonner, 
Amulets,  fig.  181),  a jackal  [ibid.,  figs.  182,183),  and  a man  ( ibid . , 
fig.  180). 

2.  The  Encyclopaedia  Bvittanica  says  of  abraxas  that  it  is: 

"a  composite  word  composed  of  Greek  letters  formerly  inscribed 
on  charms , amulets , and  gems  in  the  belief  that  is  possessed 
magical  qualities.  In  the  2d  century.  Gnostic  and  other 
Gnostic-like  Christian  heretical  sects,  which  emphasized  a 
religious  dualism  in  which  matter  was  viewed  as  evil  and  the 
spirit  as  good  and  in  which  it  was  held  that  salvation  came 
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through  esoteric  knowledge  or  gnosis,  personified  Abraxas 
and  initiated  a cult  that  flourished  until  the  13th  century; 
sometimes  it  was  related  to  worship  of  the  sun  god.  Basil- 
ides  of  Egypt,  perhaps  the  first  to  use  the  word,  viewed 
Abraxas  as  the  supreme  deity  and  the  source  of  divine  enam- 
ations , including  365  orders  or  spirits,  each  with  its  own 
heaven.  The  number  365  corresponds  to  the  numerical  value 
of  the  seven  Greek  letters  that  form  the  word  abraxas." 

According  to  McGuire,  abraxas  is: 

"a  magico-mystical  word  occurring  in  Hellenistic  papyri  and 
found  also,  along  with  other  symbols,  on  ancient  and  medieval 
amulets.  The  numerical  values  of  the  Greek  letters  making  up 
the  word  'A {}p<l$a<;  or  its  variant  'Af3p<'itjat  (’A  = 1,/S  = 2,  p = 100, 
a — 1 , £ — 60,  a — 1 , <r  — 200)  give  a sum  of  365 . This  figure 
corresponds  to  the  total  number  of  days  in  the  solar  year. 

In  the  Gnostic  system  of  Basilides  the  term  is  employed  also 
to  designate  the  First  Principle  or  Supreme  Being,  the  ulti- 
mate source  of  the  365  heavens.  Some  scholars  consider  that 
there  is  a connection  between  Abraxas  and  the  magic  word 
abracadabra , but  the  relationship  is  disputed." 

As  for  the  word  abracadabra,  Cirlot  offers  the  following  explanation 
and  etymology  of  the  term: 

"Many  words  and  phrases  relating  to  rituals,  talismans  and 
pentacles  have  a symbolic  meaning,  either  in  themselves  or 
in  the  way  they  are  used,  which  is  expressed  either  phoneti- 
cally or,  more  frequently,  graphically.  This  word  was  in 
frequent  use  during  the  Middle  Ages  as  a magic  formula.  It 
is  derived  from  the  Hebrew  phrase  abreq  ad  habra,  meaning 
'hurl  your  thunderbolt  even  unto  death' . It  was  usually  in- 
scribed inside  an  inverted  triangle,  or  was  set  out  so  chat 
it  formed  a triangle  (39)  thus: 

ABRACADABRA 
ABRACADABR 
ABRACADAB 
ABRACADA 
A B R A C A D 
A B R A C A 
A B R A C 
A B R A 
A B R 
A B 
A 

This  magic  word  has  also  been  related  to  the  Abracax 
(Abraxas,  Abrasax)  of  the  Gnostics.  It  is  in  reality  one 
of  the  names  of  the  sun-god,  Mithras." 

There  is  some  disagreement  as  to  the  anguipede  pieces  being  Basilidian 
amulets.  Peake  writes: 

"The  statement  in  Tertullian  that  Abraxas  was  the  name  given 
by  Basilides  to  the  supreme  God  is  quite  incorrect,  and  is 
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not  in  harmony  even  with  Irenaeus  . The  fact  that  a consider- 
able number  of  gems  bear  the  word  Abrasax } or  more  rarely 
Abraxas , on  them  has  caused  them  to  be  regarded  as  Gnostic 
gems,  many  of  them  produced  by  the  Basilidians.  An  enormous 
literature  has  been  devoted  to  them,  but  it  is  now  generally 
agreed  that  if  any  connexion  existed  it  was  of  the  slightest 
kind,  most  of  the  gems  being  of  pagan  origin.  Harnack  says: 
'Not  everywhere  where  Abraxas  is  mentioned  are  we  to  think 
exclusively  of  the  Basilidans.  It  is  doubtful  whether  even 
a single  Abraxas  gem  is  Basilidian'  ( Altchrist . Lit.  i.  l6l). 
Numerous  suggestions  have  been  put  forward  as  to  the  origin 
and  meaning  of  the  term.  None  of  them  can  be  regarded  as  in 
any  way  satisfactory.  The  word  is  more  probably  an  artific- 
ial formation,  which  may  have  originated  in  some  form  of 
speaking  with  tongues,  and  been  brought  into  prominence  by 
the  fact  that,  like  and  N<<X«i  , it  was  the  numerical 

equivalent  of  365." 

3.  The  term  anguipede  is  from  Latin  anguiped -,  anguipes 3 from  Latin 
anguis , "snake",  plus  Latin  ped-,  pes,  "foot". 
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TRAJAN'S  CONQUEST  OF  ARABIA 


part  of 
portion 
fact  just  the 
Petraea,  that 


Arabia  which  was  occupied 
of  the  immense  tract  that 
territory 
was  added 


Some  bronze  coins  struck  in  105  A.D. 
for  the  Emperor  Trajan  have  in  the 
exergue  of  the  reverse  "ARAB  ADQ". 
This  stands  for  "Arabia  Adquisita", 
which  means  in  essence,  Arabia  add- 
ed to  the  Roman  Empire.  The  first 
Roman  Emperor,  Augustus,  was  unsuc- 
cessful in  his  attempts  at  the  con- 
quest of  Arabia,  as  were  all  attempts 
until  Trajan.  However,  it  appears 
that  an  A.  Cornelius  Palma,  the 
governor  of  Syria,  was  the  commander 
of  this  successful  expedition.  That 
by  the  Romans  was  but  a small  pro- 
bore the  name  of  Arabia.  It  was  in 
which  bordered  on  Judaea,  and  was  called 
to  the  Roman  Empire  at  this  time. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


***************  ★*******★**★★★★***********★★★**★★***★★★***  *+*****★*■*•*★* 


JUST  A GRATA^  HONOR  I A ( A , D . 4 1 7-454  ) 

Justa  Grata  Honoria  was  born  in 
A.D,  417,  to  Constantius  III  and 
Galla  Placidia,  four  years  before 
Constantius  became  Emperor  of  the 
West.  In  425,  or  soon  after, 
Honoria  was  elevated  to  the  rank  of 
Augusta.  When  she  was  seventeen, 
she  became  pregnant  by  the  Roman 
Procurator,  Eugeni  us.  She  was 
quickly  banished  from  the  palace 
by  her  brother,  then  the  Emperor  Valentinian  III.  She  fled  to  Con- 
stantinople and  her  cousin,  Theodosius  II,  the  Emperor  of  the  East. 
Soon  after  she  secretly  stirred  up  Attila,  the  King  of  the  Huns,  to 
invade  the  Western  Empire  to  get  her  revenge  on  her  brother.  She  was 
on  the  verge  of  being  married  to  Attila  when  he  died  suddenly.  She 
lived  a few  years  longer  and  died  at  the  age  of  37  in  A.D.  454. 

Honoria  had  gold  solidi,  semisses  and  tremisses  struck  for  her  at 
both  the  Ravenna  and  Rome  mints.  All  of  her  coins  are  rare  and  ex- 
pen si  ve . 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  MED IN 


Samuel  Lachman,  Haifa,  Israel 


In  a previous  paper  (1)  this  writer  presented  a description  of  the 
Medin.  In  the  meantime,  much  further  information  is  available. 

The  Minting  of  the  Hedin  at  Aleppo 

Teixeira  (2)  tells  us  on  12  February  1605/23  Ramadan  1013,  that  the 
mint  at  ALeppo  struck  gold  and  silver  coins.  The  silver  coins  were 
shahis,  ten  to  a real  of  eight,  and  madins,  five  to  one  shahi.  The 
shahis  were  the  largest  silver  coins  struck  at  that  time  at  Aleppo  (3). 

The  Use  of  the  Medin  in  the  Yemen 

Medins  struck  in  Egypt  and  Aleppo  were  used  in  the  High  Yemen  in  1469 
(4),  although  the  country  was  not  under  Mameluk  rule.  The  medin  was 
called  in  the  Yemen  buqsha.  'Azzawi  (5/  wrote  that  the  Ottoman  akge 
was  called  buqsha  in  the  Yemen,  the  name  being  a contraction  of  bir 
akge  (=  one  akge).  He  gave  the  weight  as  a quarter  mithqal  = 6 qirat, 

i.e.,  about  1.2  g.  This  was  at  that  time  the  weight  of  the  medin. 

With  the  occupation  of  the  Yemen  by  the  Ottomans  in  the  16th  century, 
the  medin  was  minted  in  the  Yemen,  in  addition  to  the  akge  (called 
Othmani  in  the  Yemen).  The  medin,  of  course,  called  buqsha,  is  so  far 
known  from  Zabid  (dated)  930  H (AD  1523-4),  932  H (AD  1525-6),  934  H 
(AD  1527-8)  (6),  and  Sana'a  (dated)  982  H (AD  1568-9)  (7). 

The  buqsha  was  also  called  kabir  in  the  Yemen  (8). 

The  Hedin  in  Ethiopia 

Iter  V of  Alessandro  Zorzi  recorded  in  August  1523  at  Venice  gives  us 
the  following  particulars  (9): 

"Gendevelu  is  a great  mercantile  city,  and  it  is  of  the  Presta  Davit, 
where  the  said  caravans  of  camels  unload  their  merchandise  in 
warehouses;  and  it  is  the  merchant  ships  of  Combaia  that  bring  all 
the  spices  except  Ginger,  which  is  found  in  the  land  of  Presta. 
Then  that  merchandise  is  obtained  by  purchase  or  barter  by  the 
merchants  of  the  Presta,  and  the  currency  is  Hungarian  and  Venetian 
ducats,  and  the  silver  of  the  Moors..."  The  underlined  sentence  reads 
in  Italian:  "e  maidi  de  argento  de  more...  ",  i.e.,  the  medin.” 

The  Fedea 


It  is  known  that  the  Mameluk  Ashrafi  (10)  reached  India.  This  is 
mentioned  by  Castanheda  in  1552,  under  the  name  Aden  Ashrafi,  with  a 
value  of  420  reis  for  the  time  before  the  coming  of  the  Portuguese 
(11).  Antonio  Nunez  writes  in  1554,  that  "the  Venetian  (ducat), 
the  sultani,  and  the  abraemo  (12)  have  a value  of  420  reis  ...  The 
Aden  Ashrafi  value(d)  (at)  360  reis"  (13).  The  probability  that 
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the  medin  also  appeared  in  India  is  likely.  A silver  coin  called 
fedea  is  recorded  in  1525  at  Cambaya  (14).  Yule  and  Burnell  under 
"Roomee"  (15)  quote  from  Lembrangas  das  cousas  da  India  em  1525 : "In 
the  expenditure  of  Malik  Aiaz  we  find  30  Rumes  at  the  pay  (monthly)  of 
100  fedea  each.  The  Arabs  in  the  same  quote  paid  40  and  50  fedeas, 
the  Coragones  (KhorascCnis)  (paid)  the  same.  Guzerates  and  Cyndes 
(Sindis)  25  and  30  fedeas;  Fartaquis  50  fedeas  ".  Malek  Aiaz,  the 
governor  of  Diu,  died  in  928  H/1521  (16).  Later  in  1554,  Antonio 
Nunez  states,  that  it  was  a money  of  account  (17).  It  is  possible, 
that  the  fedea  was  a name  given  in  India  to  the  medin  from  the  Arabic 
fidda  = silver.  This  possibility  was  already  considered  by  Yule  and 
Burnell  (18). 


The  A'in-i  Akbari  ( c . 1595) 

In  connection  with  land  taxes,  the  A'in-i  Akbari  mentions  the  medin 
under  the  name  kabir,  for  taxes  levied  in  Egypt  (19),  as  follows: 

Faddan  of  the  best  soil  3 Ibrahimis  (12) 

" " " middly  " 2 Ibrahimis 

" " " worst  " 1 Ibrahimis 

The  faddan  is  a measure  of  land  of  100  square  reeds,  each  of  which  is 
equal  to  one  bSa.  An  Ibrahimi  was  current  for  40  kabirs  and  14  kabirs 
was  equal  to  a rupee  of  Akbar  ShJh.  In  some  parts  of  the  Turkish 
Empire,  they  exacted  from  the  husbandmen  30  akghes  for  every  yoke  of 
oxen.  The  akcheh  is  a silver  coin  equal  to  81  Ibrahimis.  The  under- 
lined sentence  should  obviously  read:  "80  akghehs  are  equal  to  1 
Ibrahimi , inasmuch  as  2 akgheh  were  1 kabir  or  medin  at  that  time." 

The  above  land  tax  is  not  in  accordance  with  Shaw's  rates  (20)  for 
Egypt.  Shaw's  accounts  are  all  in  paras  = medins,  and  much  lower. 

Mecca 

Fryer  (21)  in  his  tables  of  coins  and  weights  shows  in  1676  the 
following: 


"MAECHA 

The  Royal  (=  Piece  of  Eight) 

The  Ebraim  (12) 

The  Cabeer  80  is  1 Royal 

2 Royals  accounted  a Chequeen  (=  a Venetian  Ducat)" 


The  locality  is  supposed  to  be  Mecca.  Serjeant  (22)  says:  "It  is  a 
common  mistake  to  confuse  Mecca  and  Mokha;  Mecca  does  not  always  mean 
Mokha,  but  can  refer  to  Jedda." 

Nisf  fidda  "Diwani" 

# • * 

The  designation  - nisf  fidd  diwani  was  applied  in  Egypt  in  the_18th 
century  to  the  coins  of  good  alloy,  against  the  bad  ones  (magasis). 
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Sometimes  they  were  called  fields  diwani  or  divan i (23).  The  infor 
mation  about  the  diwani  in  the  Yemen,  given  by  v.  Schrdtter  (24), 
cannot  be  accepted.  He  bases  his  statement  on  Weyl's  auction  catalog 
(25)  and  Noback  (26).  Both  have  no  historical  references,  and  are  in 
contradiction  to  Niebuhr's  particulars  (27),  quoted  by  v.  Schrdtter 
under  Kebir  (28). 


Syria 

Volney  (29)  reports  in  1783  - 1785,  that  in  Syria  the  para  was  also 
called  medin,  fadda,  qata,  mesrii 

Summing  up,  here  are  all  the  names  of  the  medin,  so  far  traced: 

Hu'ayyadi  - maydi  - maidi  - medi  - nuss  fadda  - nisf  fidda  - diwani  - 
qit'a  - qata  - khatiha  - para  - mesrii  - buqsha  - kabir,  and  perhaps 
fedea . 


Bibliography: 

(1)  Samuel  Lachman,  "The  Medin",  NI  Buletin,  Vol.  13,  No.  2,  (Feb. 

1979),  pp.  54-57 

(2)  "The  Travels  of  Pedro  Teixeira",  Translated  by  William  F.  Sin- 

clair, with  further  notes  by  Donald  Ferguson.  Hakluyt 
Society,  2nd  series.  Vol.  9 (1902),  Reprint  1967,  pg.  115. 

(3)  Nuri  Pere,  Osaanl ilardar  Hadeni  Paralar,  Istanbul  1968 

*364  and  *365 

(4)  Samuel  Lachman,  "The  Use  of  Mameluk  Coins  in  the  Zaydi  Yemen  in 

the  late  9th/15th  Century",  Numismatic  Circular,  Vol.  93, 

No.  12,  (December  1985),  pp.  330-31. 

(5)  'Abbas  al -' Azzaw i, "Tarlkb  al-nuqud  al-Iraqiyya,  656  - 1258H  / 

1335  - 1917".  Baghdad  1337H/1958,  pg.  141.  (Arabic) 

(6)  In  private  hands. 

(7)  Cuneyt  Oljer,  "Sana'a  da  darb  edilen  Medini",  Biilten  Turkish 

Numismatic  Society,  No.  14  (1985),  pg.  15.  (in  Turkish) 

(8)  Muhammad  Mustafa  Kanf  Chelebi,  "Bughat  al-khatir  wa  nuzhat 

al-nazir,"  University  of  Leyden  Or.  Man  2622.  Fol.  201  a, 
about  1029H/1620  (in  Arabic) 

(9)  "Ethiopian  Itineraries",  ca.  1400-1524.  Editor  O.G.S.  Crawford, 

Hakluyt  Society  2nd  Series,  Vol.  9 (1958),  pg.  95,  172-3, 

— "Gendevelu  is  40  days  from  Genasere  (near  Aussa),  the 
latter  25  days  from  Zeila". 

( 10 ) A gold  coin 

(11)  Gabriel  Ferrand,  Les  Poids,  Hesures  et  Honnaies  des  Her  d u Sud 

au  ) (Vie  si&cles.  Extrait  du  Journal  Asiatique,  Paris,  1921. 
pg.  18. 

(12)  Abraemo  = Ibrahimi.  See  Samuel  Lachman,  "The  Ibrahimi", 
Numismatic  Circular,  Vol.  95,  No.  6 (July  1987),  pp.  182-83. 

(13)  Ferrand  (above  note  *11),  pg.  75  - "Antonio  Nunez  was  official 

commissioner  of  accounts  and  finance  in  Portuguese  India  at 
the  time  of  the  Viceroy  Dorn  Pedro  Mascarenhas  (Sept.  1554  - 
June  1555)". 

(14)  Ibid.,  pg.  151  ff.  from  Lembranjas  das  cousas  da  India  em  1525. 

(15)  Henry  Yule  & A.C.  Burnell,  Hobson-Jobson,  2nd.  Ed.  by  William 

Crooke.  New  Edition  1985.  Reprint  1986,  pg.  768. 

(16)  Zafar  al-NSlid  bi  Huzaffar  wa  Alihi,  An  Arab  History  of  Gujarat, 


169 


by  Abdullah  Muhammad  al-Hakki  al-Asafi  al-Ulughkhani  Hajji 
al-Dabir.  Translated  by  M.F.  Lokhanala.  Oriental  Institute 
Baroda  1970.  Vol.  1,  pg.  105. 

(17)  Ferrand  (above  No.  11),  pg.  70. 

(18)  Henry  Yule  & A.C.  Burnell  (above  No.  15),  pg.  350 

(19)  Abu  1 -Fazl  'AllamT,  The  A'in-i  Akbari,  Translated  by  H.S.  Jarret. 

2nd  Edition  by  J.  Sarkar.  1949.  3rd  Reprint  1978.  Vol.  2, 
pages  59  and  60. 

(20)  Sanford  J.  Shaw,  "The  Financial  and  Administrative  Organization 

and  Development  of  Ottoman  Egypt  1517-1798,"  Princeton,  New 
Jersey  1962. 

(21)  John  Fryer,  A Nev  Account  of  East  India  and  Persia  1672-1681,  Ed. 

William  Crooke.  Hakluyt  Society  2nd  Series,  Vols.  19,  20, 
and  39  (1909-15).  Reprint  1967.  Vol.  2,  pg.  138. 

(22)  R.  B.  Serjeant,  The  Portuguese  off  the  South  Arabian  Coast , 

Oxford  1963.  Reprint  Beirut  1974  pg.  129,  n.  2. 

(23)  AndrA  Raymond,  Artisans  et  Commergants  a u Caire  au  XVIIe  Si&cle, 

Damascus  1973-74.  Vol.  1,  pp.  35,  89  ff.  (based  on  Ahmad 
Chelebi  ibn  'Abd  al-Ghani,  Kitab  awdah  al-isharat,  Yale 
Lanberg  No.  3). 

(24)  F.  v.  Schrdtter,  Vorterbuch  der  Munzkunde,  Leipzig  1930,  pg.  148 

(25)  Adolph  Weyl,  Verzeichnis  von  Munzen  und  Denkmunzen. ..  Austral ien, 

Asian , Afrika. . .der  Jules  Fonrobertschen  Satnmlung  Berlin  1878, 
Nos.  4989  - 5003. 

(26)  C.  u.  F.  Noback,  Vollstandiges  Taschenbuch  der  Munze  - Mass  und 

Gewichtsverhiltnisse,  Leipzig  1851 

(27)  Carsten  Niebuhr,  Beschreibung  von  Arabien,  Kopenhagen  1772, 

Reprint,  Graz,  1969,  pg.  217  ff. 

(28)  F.  v.  Schrdtter,  (above  No.  24),  pp.  302-303. 

(29)  C.  F.  Volney,  Voyage  en  Syrie  et  en  Egypte  pendant  les  Anneis, 

1783,  1784  & 1785,  Paris,  1787.  Reprint  Paris,  1959,  p.  384. 

*********************************************************************** 
THE  USE  OF  u S C"  AND  MS  P Q R"  ON  ROMAN  COINAGE 


Sometimes  the  "S  C"  (Senataus  Consulto),  meaning  by  the  public  author- 
ity of  the  Senate,  is  omitted  from  ancient  Roman  bronze  coins.  In 
these  cases  "S  P Q R"  is  used  and  equally  constitutes  the  impression 
of  senatorial  authority,  as  it  means  "Senatus  Populusque  Romanus", 
the  Senate  and  People  of  Rome.  There  are  even  some  coins  with  both 
monograms  shown  on  them. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  tiLM-12 


No.  37  - JOHN  I (T)ZIMISCES  (969-976) 


Associate  Rulers: 
Basil  II 

Constantine  VIII 


One  of  Byzantium's  greatest  ruler 's,  John  Zimisces  came  to  the  throne  by 
the  brutal  murder  of  his  predecessor.  Beside  being  a brilliant  general, 
he  was  considered  extremely  pious.  To  modern  eyes  with  horrors  brought 
by  television  this  still  seems  a peculiar  combination.  Perhaps  one  can 
say  it  had  come  to  be  an  almost  normal  part  of  the  Byzantine  political 
process.  However  the  Patriarch  Polyeuctes  stipulated  three  conditions 
before  he  would  agree  to  the  coronation.  One  of  these  was  the  banish- 
ment of  his  partner  in  crime,  Theophano,  who  thus  joined  other  disting- 
uished exile/prisoners  on  Prinkipo  (Buyuk  Ada)  in  the  Marmora.  John 
then  married  into  the  royal  family,  a daughter  of  Constantine  VII, 
earlier  confined  in  a convent. 

His  first  military  victory  was  the  defeat  in  Bulgaria  of  a powerful 
Russian  force  under  Prince  Svjatoslav  whom  Focas  had  called  on  for 
help  and  who  was  about  to  lay  siege  to  the  capital.  Historically  it 
is  the  first  of  many  Russian  drives  to  the  Straits  and  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean  which  has  plagued  that  area  until  our  own  times. 

Next  he  turned  east,  invading  as  far  as  Palestine  (though  he  did  not 
capture  Jerusalem)  and  installing  strong  garrisons  in  each  captured 
city.  He  also  tried  to  open  up  relations  with  the  West  by  marrying 
off  Theophano  the  Younger  (sister  of  his  associates)  to  the  son  of 
Otto  I.  Unfortunately,  the  strain  of  campaigning  weakened  his  constit- 
ution, he  caught  typhoid  and  died  suddenly  with  the  usual  allegations 
of  poi soni ng. 


The  main  feature  of  the  reign  is  the  fact  that  folles  bearing  the  emp- 
eror's name  ceased  to  be  minted  and  the  introduction  of  the  series 
known  as  the  "anonymous  folles"  for  which  see  the  next  installment 
(Byzantine  No.  38).  These  coins  will  no  longer  be  included  reign  by 
reign  until  the  signed  folles  return.  Thus  the  only  bronze  directly 
associated  with  John  is  that  minted  in  Cherson  with  his  monogram  and 


in  the  same  style  as  his  predecessors.  The  associate  emperors  are 
completely  ignored  in  this  reign. 

Except  Cherson,  Constantinople  was  the  only  mint. 

GOLD:  The  two  types,  stamenon  and  tetarteron  continue  in  use.  D.  0. 


The  Coinage 
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and  Seaby  list  two  classes,  depending  on  whether  the  emperor  holds  a 
globus  or  the  long  patriarchal  cross.  There  are  a number  of  minor 
varieties  resulting  from  legend  variations  and  dots  and  spots.  The 
"Manus  Dei"  (Hand  of  God)  also  appears  and  becomes  a feature  of  many 
of  the  later  Byzantine  coins. 

Nomi sma  Histamenon  (about  4.40  gms.) 

Obverse:  Bust  of  Christos  Pantocrator.  Legend:  +ihSxrsitex(te<iNANTihm. 

Reverse:  Busts  of  John  and  the  Virgin,  both  facing.  She  touches  the 

emperor's  crown  with  her  hand  and  the  Manus  Dei  is  above 
(not  always  clear).  Me  in  the  field. 

Legend:  +Q€Otoc  ' bOHe' iwoesp 


Nomi sma  Tetarteron  (about  4.05  gms.) 

Exactly  the  same  design  as  the  histamenon.  In  Class  II  the  lettering 
of  the  reverse  may  vary. 

SILVER:  There  is  just  the  usual  type  of  miliaresion,  but  only  one, 

though  some  early  catalogs  show  two  distinct  types.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  variations  due  to  the  actual  details  in  ornamentation. 

Some  of  these  may  be  deliberate,  some  not.  D.O.  explains  that  the  die 
sinkers  usually  made  them  by  punching  small  pits  in  the  die  and  then 
joining  them;  sometimes  they  forgot  or  other  small  errors  were  made. 
The  coins  vary  in  weight  from  2.5-3  gms.  but  often  the  coins  have 
been  badly  clipped.  Some  of  the  poorer  quality  specimens,  particular- 
ly where  the  lettering  varies,  may  be  contemporary  imitations.  The 
emperor's  bust  is  in  a circle  instead  of  a quatre-foil  and  placed 
higher  on  the  cross. 


Obverse:  The  usual  legend  with  ornaments. 

Reverse:  Cross  crosslets  with  medallion.  The  bust  is  flanked  by  ^ ^ 

though  these  letters  vary. 

Legend:  +mSHSXM  srnsmcA* 

********************************************************************** 
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“ALEXIUS  I - Byzantine's  Stop-Gap  Savior" 


Lee  Grossman , NLG,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  NI  # 1707 


Ae  Follis  (off-center)  of  Alexius  (photo  150 t) 


ALEXIUS  COMNENUS  was  the  brother-in-law  of  Nicephorus  Melissenus  ( 1080  — 
-April  1081  AD),  who  had  rebelled  against  the  rule  of  Niciphorus  (or 
Nicephorus)  III  Botaniates  and  was  proclaimed  emperor  of  Nicaea  in  Asia 
Minor . 

Alexius  was  the  most  trusted  general  under  Botaniates  and  had  put  down 
two  pretenders  (Niciphorus  Bryennius  and  Niciphorus  Basilacius),  but  he 
refused  to  march  against  the  pretender,  Niciphorus  Melissenus,  and  even 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  Botaniates,  who  abdicated  in  favor  of 
Alexius.  Alexius  promised  Melissenus  the  title  of  Caesar,  once  he 
(Alexius)  gained  control  of  Constantinople.  Melissenus  agreed  and  re- 
nounced his  claim  to  the  throne.  Upon  the  death  of  Melissenus,  Alexius 
made  his  son,  John,  co-emperor  in  1092. 

The  long  reigns  of  Alexius  I (37  years),  his  son,  John  II  (25  years), 
and  his  grandson,  Manuel  I (37  years),  span  almost  a century  of  Byzan- 
tine history.  The  demise  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  was  delayed  by  the 
three  Comnenian  rulers. 

Alexius,  upon  assuming  the  leadership  on  April  4,  1081,  began  trying  to 
put  together  what  remained  of  an  empire.  The  Norman,  Robert  Guiscart, 
had  decided  to  take  over  the  Byzantine  Empire,  and  Alexius,  who  sought 
and  obtained  the  help  of  Venice,  was  able  to  stop  the  threat.  Then,  in 
1090,  the  Patzinaks,  who  had  overrun  most  of  the  Balkan  territory,  al- 
most surrounded  Constantinople.  This  time,  Alexius  received  assistance 
from  the  Cumans  (a  nomadic  tribe),  almost  annihilating  the  Patzinaks. 

Alexius  decided  to  bring  the  Byzantine  empire  back  to  its  prior  power 
in  Asia.  This  plan  was  set  aside  when  the  First  Crusade  arrived.  The 
crusaders,  led  by  Bohemund,  the  son  of  Robert  Guiscart,  took  over  Jeru- 
salem and  Antioch.  Bohemund  was  defeated  by  Alexius  in  battle,  and 
both  Antioch  and  Jerusalem  were  liberated. 

Alexius  spent  many  of  his  last  years  as  emperor  in  battle  with  the 
Turks  in  Asia  Minor.  But,  when  he  died  in  1118,  Alexius  was  able  to 
deliver  over  to  his  son,  John  II,  a much  different  empire  from  the  mess 
he  had  inherited  over  thirty-seven  years  earlier. 

Pre-reform  coinage  was  issued  from  1081  to  1092  at  the  mints  in  Con- 
stantinople and  Thessalonica  (established  by  Alexius  I in  1081).  At 
least  five  different  Electrum  or  Silver  Stamenon  Nomisma  (syphate)  were 
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struck,  and  in  Very  Fine  Condition  range  from  extremely  rare  to  afford- 
able; four  different  Electrum  or  Silver  Tetarteron  Nomisma;  one  Silver 
Miliaresion  (syphate),  a silver  2/3rd,  a Silver  1/2,  a Silver  1/3 
Miliaresion  are  all  extremely  rare.  Seven  different  bronze  Follis  were 
minted,  and  range  from  extremely  rare  to  common. 

Post-reform  coinage  was  struck  from  1092  to  1118  at  the  mints  in  Con- 
stantinople, Thessalonica  and  Philippopolis  (in  Thrace),  and  what  David 
Sear  wrote  was  "an  uncertain"  mint. 

Six  different  Gold  Hyperpyron  (scyphate)  were  minted,  and  range  from 
extremely  rare  to  common;  four  different  Electrum  Aspron  Trachies  (sy- 
phate), in  the  same  rarity  range  as  the  syphate  gold.  Nine  different 
Bronze  Tetarteron  are  available,  while  the  Bronze  1/2  Terarteron  is 
extremely  rare. 

The  coin  I have  is  an  off-center  AE  Follis,  in  Fine  condition.  It  is 
listed  as  SEAR  1909.  The  obverse  has  the  bust  of  the  Virgin  facing, 
nimbate  and  wearing  pallium  and  maphorium.  She  holds  before  her  the 
infant  Christ,  whose  nimbate  head  is  facing.  The  MP  to  the  left  of  her 
head  is  just  off  the  coin,  but  to  the  right  is  OV  (the  letters  mean 
"Mother  of  God").  The  reverse  side  has  Alexius  standing,  facing, 
wearing  a crown  and  loros,  and  a jeweled  robe,  holding  a labarum  and 
globus  crucigar.  It  is  a Pre-Reform  coin  from  the  Thessalonica  mint. 

Under  Alexius  I,  the  old  nomisma  disappeared,  as  did  the  consistant 

high  standard  of  fineness.  In  this  reign,  nomismata  were  struck  in  a 
variety  of  metals;  there  were  usually  some  issued  in  good  gold  but  the 
majority  were  either  of  electrum,  billon,  or  even  of  ordinary  bronze. 

Alexius  married  Irene  Ducas,  the  grand-daughter  of  John  Ducas,  the 
Caesar,  in  either  late  1077  or  early  1078. 

The  lettering  on  the  reverse  side:  11  ■*-/\/\£f(CJ  A^C'TTCT  [\x)  K 
translates  to  "The  Despot,  Alexius  Comnenus". 

The  destruction  of  the  Byzantine  civilization  in  1204  was  delayed  by 

the  Comneninan  dynasty.  Alexius  I,  John  II,  and  Manuel  I almost  suc- 

ceeded in  bringing  the  Byzantine  Empire  back  to  its  glory  days  — 
almost,  but  not  quite! 

QLQ2SMI 

DESPOT:  An  absolute  ruler;  lord.  Later,  the  meaning  changed  to  that 

of  a tyrant. 

GLOBUS  CRUSIGAR:  The  emperor,  being  both  the  head  of  State  and  of  the 

Church,  often  would  combine  appropriate  titles  and  symbols 

onto  the  coinage.  The  globus,  representing  the  world,  was 
used  on  ancient  coins  up  to  the  Byzantine  era.  The  globe 
surmounted  by  a cross  (globus  crucigar)  is  a common  object  on 
the  nomismata  of  the  middle  period  of  Byzantine  history. 

LABARUM:  The  Byzantine  Imperial  standard  which  shows  the  Christogram, 
which  was  adopted  by  Constantine  the  Great. 

SYPHATE:  A concave  appearance;  a cup-shaped  coin. 
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R.  R.  Kutcher , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  § 1289 

The  people  of  Asia  Minor,  in  some  sort  of  superstitious  adulation  pe- 
culiar  only  to  them,  regarded  several  early  liberators  as  gods  sent 
from  heaven  to  emancipate  them.  The  first  of  these  men  to  be  likened 
to  Bacchus  and  Hercules  was  Alexander  the  Great  (356-323  B.C.).  This 
conqueror  was  given  a crown  of  ivy  and  gold  and  saluted  as  Bacchus 
himself.  The  second  man  to  be  so  received  was  Mithridates,  King  of 
Pontus  (132-63  B.C. ) . 


Mark  Antony  (83-30  B.C.),  who  on  a cistophorus  is  seen  playing  the 
part  of  Hercules,  can  also  be  recognized  as  Bacchus  by  his  crown  of 
ivy.  Dion  Cassius  and  Senaca  both  relate  that  Antony,  on  his  return 
from  Italy  into  Greece  in  B.C.  39,  styled  himself  a second  Bacchus. 
And,  when  the  Athenians  went  out  to  meet  him  they  saluted  him  as  Bac- 
chus and  begged  that  he  would  not  disdain  to  accept  their  Minerva  in 
marriage.  To  this  he  gave  his  approval,  but  also  demanded  a dowery 
of  40,000  sestertii.  Senaca  adds  that  one  of  the  Greeks  said  to 
Antony,  "My  Loard,  Jupiter  took  thy  mother  Semele  without  a dowery." 

The  coins  and  medals  called  cistophori  were  coined  by  an  authority  in 
reference  to  the  feasts  of  Bacchus  and  became  the  peculiar  symbol  of 
Asia.  In  its  original  sense,  the  term  of  cistophorus  and  cistophera 
were  applied  to  him  or  her  who,  in  the  mysteries  of  Bacchus,  or  of 
Ceres  and  of  Proserpine,  carried  the  cista,  a mystic  chest  or  basket 
which  held  the  sacred  serpent.  It  was  the  custom  amongst  the  Greeks 
that  young  girls  of  high  rank  were  to  carry  this  mystic  chest  at 
public  festivals.  This  cista,  and  usually  the  serpents,  can  be  seen 
on  all  cistophorus  coins  and  medals. 
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(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 


POLAND  (Continued  from  last  month):  YAA47  - 1965,  1968,  1973,  1975, 

1976;  Y47  - 1959,  1974;  Y48  - 1957,  1965,  1973;  Y49  - 1965,  1970;  Y50 

- 1960;  Y50a  - 1969;  Y51  - 1959;  Y51 a - 1968;  Y52  - C;  Y52a  - C;  Y54  - 
C;  Y55  - C;  Y58  - C;  Y59  - C;  Y60  - C;  Y61  - C;  Y62  - C. 

POLAND  - DANZIG:  Y3  - 1930,  1937;  Y4  - 1926;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C. 

PORTUGAL:  C34a  - 1799;  C99c  - 1843;  Y7  - 1884;  Y36  - 1918;  Y37  - 

1918;  Y39  - 1927;  Y40  - 1924,  1925;  Y41  - C;  Y42  - 1917;  Y43  - 1920; 

Y44  - 1921;  Y45  - 1926;  Y54  - 1930,  1951,  1952,  1955,  1958,  1960,  1961, 

1962,  1963,  1964,  1966,  1968;  Y55  - 1951,  1959,  1961,  1966,  1968;  Y57 

- 1946,  1951;  Y58  - 1948,  1951;  Y60  - CX  (1944,  1945,  1946,  1947,  1948, 
1952,  1956,  1959,  1963);  Y61  - 1943,  1949,  1955,  1961,  1962,  1964, 

1965,  1966,  1967,  1968,  1969;  Y67  - C to  1978  X (1966);  Y68  - C to  1977; 
YA68  - 1973;  Y69  - C;  Y72  - C to  1974;  Y73  - C to  1977. 


QATAR  & DUBAI:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1386;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - 1386;  Y5  - C. 


REUNION:  Y8  - 1948,  1964;  Y9  - 1948;  Y10  - 1955;  Yll  - 1955,  1964;  Y12 

- 1964;“  Y 1 3 - 19677  19677  Y14  - 1964. 


RHODESIA  - Southern  Rhodesia:  Y2  - 1934;  Y3  - 1935;  Y6  - 1932;  Y8  - 

1939;  Y8a  - 1944;  Y9  - 1939,  1940,  1942;  Y9a  - 1944,  1947;  Y13  - 1937; 

Y 1 7 - 1940;  Y17a  - C;  Y17b  - 1944;  Y18  - 1942;  Y18a  - C;  Y19a  - C; 

Y 1 9b  - 1944;  Y20a  - C;  Y21  - 1942;  Y21 a - C;  Y28  - 1950,  1951,  1952; 

Y29  - 1949,  1951;  Y30  - 1952;  Y33  - 1949.  Republic  of  Rhodesia:  YA1 

- C;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - 1970;  Y6  - 1970;  Y7  - 1970. 

Rhodesia  & Nyasaland:  Y1  - CX  (1956);  Y2  - CX  (1956);  Y3  - CX  (1957, 

1962);  Y4  - 1955,  1957;  Y5  - CX  (1955);  Y6  - 1955;  Y7  - 1955. 

ROMANIA:  Y4  - 1967W;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y34  - 1906;  Y44  - 1914; 

Y47  - C;  Y49  - C;  Y50  - 1924(P);  Y55  - 1930;  Y58  - 1930;  Y60  - 1937; 

Y61  - 1936;  Y75  - 1942,  1946;  Y76  - 1943;  Y96  - C;  Y97  - C;  Y98a  - 1956, 

1957;  Y 1 0 1 - 1956;  Y102  - C;  Y103  - C;  Y104  - C;  Y105  - C;  Y 1 06  - C; 

Y 1 07  - C;  Y108  - C;  Y109  - C;  Y110  - C;  Y111  - C. 

RUSSIA:  C47  - 1909;  Cl  1 7 - 1824HM;  Cl  18.2  - 1811;  C118.3  - 1 81 1 EM, 

1811HM,  1812EM,  1812HM,  1811016,  1813HM,  1815EM,  1821  EM,  1822EM;  C136  - 
1829EM;  Cl 40  - 1833EM,  1835EM;  C144  - 1840CTIM  , 18410IM,  1842EM,  1843EM, 

Cl 46  - 1841  EM;  Cl 47  - 1854;  C149  - 1852BM,  1854;  C163  - 1845  ; Y2  - 
1855EM;  Y3  - CX  (1859);  Y3a  - 1860,  1866;  Y3b  - 1955;  Y3b  - 1864;  Y4 

- 1858EM;  Y4a  - 1 861  EM;  Y5a  - 1859;  Y8  - 1869  CITE,  Y9  - 1896,  1899, 

1900,  1904,  1905,  1911  , 1913,  1916;  Y10  - 1868,  1877,  1901  , 1911, 

1913,  1915;  Yll  - 1900,  1903,  1904;  Y12  - 1874,  1875;  Y19a  - 1890; 

Y20  - 1861;  Y20a  - 1867,  1893,  1903,  1904,  1909,  1910,  1915;  Y21 a - 

1914,  1915;  Y22a  - 1878H7,  1904,  1913,  1916  ; Y23  - 1878;  Y30  - 1889, 

1892;  Y47  - 1909;  Y48  - 1899,  1913;  Y58  - 1912;  Y49  - 1898. 

(Continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Jagannath  Agrawal.  RESEARCHES  IN  INDIAN  EPIGRAPHY  AND  NUMISMATICS. 

Delhi :Sundeep  Prakashan,  C-2/9,  Community  Centre,  Ashok  Vihar,  Phase 
II,  Delhi  (India)  - 110052.  1986.  Hard  cover,  9-5/8"  x 7-3/8", 

133pp,  9 plates. 

Prof.  Jagannath  Agrawal  is  an  outstanding  Indian  epigraphist  and 
scholar  of  Sanskrit,  Indian  history,  culture,  and  numismatics,  with 
a brilliant  academic  record  at  Pan jab  University  from  1931  to  1974. 
In  this  major  work,  he  has  collected  a number  of  his  studies  on 
ancient  Brahmi  inscriptions  and  coins.  The  readings  of  some  are 
published  for  the  first  time  and  supply  new  historical  information, 
while  new  readings  of  others  have  an  important  bearing  on  several 
historical  problems  dealing  with  the  history  of  the  Guptas,  the 
Hunas,  and  the  Pratharas.  The  table  of  contents  are  as  follows: 

1.  Vidisha  Stone  Pillar  Inscription  of  the  Reign  of  Maharaja 


Bhagavata,  Dated  Regnal  Year  12  (Plate  1)  1-3 

2.  Shuddh  Majadev  Inscription  of  the  Son  of  (Maharaja) 

Vighunaga  (Plate  2)  4-5 

3.  The  Eran  Inscription  of  Samudragupta  6-9 

4.  Notes  on  the  Eran  Stone  Inscription  of  Samudragupta  10-13 

5.  Some  Further  Observations  on  the  Eran  Inscription  of 

Samudragupta  14-21 

6.  Samudragupta 1 s Performance  of  Asvamedha  Sacrifice  22-26 

7.  Epigraphic  Notes  - I 27-31 

8.  Epigraphic  Notes  - II  32-38 

9.  The  Date  of  the  Mankuwar  Stone  Image  Inscription  of  the 

Reign  of  Kumaragupta  39-42 

10.  The  Pusyamitras  of  the  Bhitari  Pillar  Inscription 

(Plate  3)  43-49 

11.  Some  Observations  on  the  Bhitari  Stone  Pillar  Inscription 

of  Skandagupta  50-53 

12.  A Disputed  Reading  in  the  Bhitari  Stone  Pillar  Inscrip- 

tion of  Skandagupta  (Plate  3)  54-58 

13.  A Reading  in  the  Bhitari  Stone  Pillar  Inscription  of 

Skandagupta  59-61 

14.  Some  Problems  of  the  Bhitari  Pillar  Inscription  (Plate 

3)  62-66 

15.  An  Interesting  Type  of  Skandagupta ' s Coins  67-69 

16.  Some  Observations  on  the  Bihar  Stone  Pi  11a  Inscription  70-74 

17.  A Passage  in  the  Sarnath  Inscriptions  of  Kumaragupta 

and  Budhagupta  75-76 

18.  Nagana  in  the  Mandasor  Inscription  of  the  Malava  Year 

529  77-78 


177 


19. 


A Study  of  Some  Verses  of  the  Mandasor  Stone  Inscription, 


Dated  Malava  Year  529  79-86 

20.  Nalanda  Clay  Sealing  of  Maharajadhi raji  Vainyagupta 

(Plate  4)  87-88 

21.  Is  the  Bhamodra  Mohatta  Copper-Plate  of  Dronasinha 

Spurious"  89-90 

22.  Some  Verses  of  the  Risthal  Stone  Slab  Inscription  (Plate 

5)  91-94 

23.  The  Bearing  of  the  Haraha  Inscription  on  the  Epoch  of 

the  Gupta  Era  95-97 

24.  The  Haraha  Inscription  and  Epoch  of  the  Gupta  Era  98-106 

25.  An  Interesting  Clay  Sealing  from  Sunet  (Plate  6)  107-108 

26.  Some  Clay  Sealings  from  Sunet  (Plate  7)  109-111 

27.  A Rare  Clay  Sealing  from  Sunet  (Plate  8)  112-113 

28.  New  Light  on  an  Exploit  of  the  Pratihara  Emperor, 

Mahendrapala  114-116 

29.  The  Dewai  Inscription  of  Bhimadeva  Sahi  and  its  Histori- 

cal Importance  (Plate  9)  117-119 

30.  Some  Observations  on  the  Hund  Inscription  of  the  Reign 

of  Jayapala  Sahi,  Dated  146  (Sahi  Era)  120-125 

31.  Silver  Coins  of  Qutbuddin  Aibak  126-128 


In  Study  #15,  he  concludes  that  the  female  figure  on  the  obverse  is  not 
of  Laksmi , but  that  of  Skandagupta 1 s queen,  and  that  Smith  was  correct 
in  designating  the  type  as  "King  and  Queen". 

As  for  Agrawal's  reading  in  Study  #20,  it  has  been  challenged  by  Nisar 
Ahmad  in  the  Journal  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of  India 3 XXIXX,  44-45. 

In  Study  #24,  Agrawal  follows  the  views  held  by  Hoernle,  J.  J.  Modi, 
and  John  Allan,  and  rejects  D.  N.  Mookerjee's  determination  of  the 
Gupta  era  based  in  part  on  the  dates  54  and  55  on  coins  of  Isanavarman. 

His  Study  #25  concludes  that  the  legend  Dharmakartavya3  i.e.,  "sacred 
or  religious  duty",  was  a token  of  resolve  of  the  Yaudheyas  to  continue 
their  fight  against  the  Kusanas. 

In  his  Study  #26,  he  describes  four  clay  sealings  of  private  individuals. 

His  Study  #27  describes  a clay  sealing  with  the  legend  Sri -r-Guptasya 
which  confirms  the  view  of  Lassen,  Buhler,  Fleet,  Allan,  and  Chhabra 
regarding  the  reading  of  the  name  Gupta. 

The  last  Study,  #31,  is  extremely  interesting  for  the  light  it  sheds 
on  a type  of  "Bull  and  Horseman"  coins  of  Khavadavayaka  which  he  attri- 
butes to  Qutb-ud-Din  Aibak,  A.D.  1206-1210,  interpreting  Khuduva  as  Qutb, 
and  Yaka  as  Aibak. 

The  book  should  be  of  interest  to  students  of  early  Indian  history. 

Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hubert 
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Steven  Tan.  THE  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  MALAY SI A-SINGAPORE-BRUNEI : 

COINS  AND  PAPER  MONEY , 8th  Edition.  1 71 pp , 7-3/8"  x 10-3/8",  stiff 
paper  cover,  available  from:  Mr.  Steven  Tan,  International  Stamp 

& Coin  SDN.  BHD.,  G.P.O.  Box  12016,  50764  Kuala  Lampur,  Malaysia. 
(Payments  should  be  made  to  the  order  of  Steven  Tan.)  Released 
Feb.  6,  1988.  $10.00  US  postpaid  sea  mail. 

The  coins  and  banknotes  of  British  North  Borneo,  Brunei,  Malaya, 

Malaya  & British  Borneo,  Malaysia,  Penang,  Sarawak,  Singapore  and 
Straits  Settlements  are  catalogued.  Also  catalogued  are  tokens  for 
use  in  British  North  Borneo  and  Singapore;  British  trade  dollars; 

World  War  II  notes  issued  by  Japan  for  use  in  Burma,  Malaya,  Nether- 
lands East  Indies,  Oceania,  and  Philippines;  Malaya,  Sarawak,  and 
Singapore  Rubber  Export  Coupons;  private  issues  of  notes  for  Malaya 
and  Straits  Settlements;  and  Federated  Malaya  States  War  Loan  Bond 
Certificates  and  Coupons. 

Coins  are  catalogued  by  date  and  mintmark  with  valuations  in  Malaysian 
currency  in  up  to  6 conditions  from  very  good  through  proof.  The 
mintage  is  given  for  each  issue.  A clear  photograph  is  given  for  both 
sides  of  each  type  coin  as  well  as  the  metal.  Each  token  is  illustrat- 
ed and  the  material  with  which  it  was  made  is  included.  The  Singapore 
tokens  are  divided  into  6 series.  Valuations  for  banknotes  are  given 
for  up  to  4 grades.  Variations  (signature,  color,  date,  replacement, 
etc.)  are  catalogued.  Photos  illustrate  both  sides  of  each  type  note. 

This  is  the  standard  catalogue  for  this  series.  It  is  published  every 
two  years. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

********************************************************************** 


THE  "BASILICA  AEMILIA"  or  "BASILICA  PAULI" 


A building  in  ancient  Rome  with  two 
stories  of  columns  and  with  shields 
inserted  between  them  is  depicted 
on  the  reverse  of  a silver  denarius 
struck  by  Marcus  Lepidus,  from  the 
Aemilia  banking  family.  The  build- 
ing was  commonly  called  the  "Basil- 
ica Aemilia"  or  "Basilica  Pauli" 
because  in  B,C.  54,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, Lucius  Aemilius  Paul  us  began  the  reconstruction  and  adornment 
of  the  building  found  in  the  Forum  at  Rome.  However,  left  in  an  un- 
finished state,  it  was  completed  in  B.C.  34  by  Paulus  Aemilius  Lepidus. 
The  chief  ornaments  of  the  grand  edifice  were  its  columns  of  Phrygian 
marble.  The  edifice  was  twice  damaged  by  fire  and  repaired.  The 
first  time  was  in  B.C.  14  when  the  temple  of  Vesta  was  also  destroyed. 
Both  were  restored  by  Augustus  and  other  friends  of  Paulus.  The  sec- 
ond fire  was  during  the  reign  of  Tiberius  and  the  reconstruction  was 
done  by  Lepidus,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Fred  Schwan,  Drawer  409,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048-0409:  WANTED  - Inform- 

ation on  prisoner-of-war  money  for  all  countries  with  emphasis  on  the 
World  War  II  period.  I would  like  to  establish  correspondence  with 
other  collectors  of  this  material  for  our  mutual  benefit. 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  2813  - 57th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79413:  AVAILABLE  - A 

complete  set  of  WORLD  COIN  NEWS  in  the  magazine  format  from  January  1, 
1985  to  date.  Will  donate  to  the  first  person  heard  from  that  is  wil- 
ling to  pay  cost  for  shipping  UPS  or  U.  S.  Postal  Service. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to:  NI  Attribution 

Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Sta.,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 

*********************************************************************** 


MYTHOLOGY  OF  THE  AMETHYST 


The  Greek  and  Roman  pantheons  of  gods  and  goddesses,  greater  and  lesser, 
immortal  and  mortal,  were  used  to  explain  all  things,  both  natural  and 
unnatural.  Some  of  these  fables  are  quite  fanciful  in  the  imaginative 
simplicity.  Take  for  example  their  explanation  of  the  creation  of  one 
of  their  favorite  jewel  stones,  the  one  we  call  amethyst.  According 
to  their  mythology.  Amethyst  was  a nymph,  and  while  she  was  passing 
through  a forest,  she  was  set  upon  by  the  panthers  of  Bacchus,  the  god 
of  wine.  The  terrified  Amethyst  cried  out  for  help  and  Diana,  the 
goddess  of  the  moon  and  the  chase,  miraculously  changed  her  into  a 
statue  of  fine  white  stone  so  that  the  big  cats  could  not  harm  her. 
Bacchus  heard  the  commotion  of  his  panthers  and  came  to  investigate. 
Realizing  what  had  happened,  he  poured  his  cup  of  wine  over  the  statue 
to  cover  it  up.  This  gave  the  stone  a beautiful  purple  color,  which 
appeased  both  gods  and  men. 


The  Greek  word 
"Amethysto"  as 


Bacchus 


"Amenthos"  can  be  translated  to  "not  to  be  drunk"  and 
"remedy  for  drunkenness",  thus  giving  rise  to  the  tra- 
dition that  the  stone  was  a protec- 
tion against  inebriation.  Other 
powers  attributed  to  the  precious 
amethyst  that  somewhat  relates  to 
the  fable  is  that  it  quickens  in- 
telligence, preserves  soldiers  in 
battle,  protects  the  wearer  from 
demons  and  helps  the  hunter.  While 
the  nymph  Amethyst  is  not  depicted 
on  coins,  both  Diana  and  Bacchus 
are,  as  well  as  the  panther  of 
Diana  Bacchus. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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